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THE 


IMPORTANCE,  &c. 


ITHIN  thefe  few  Years  frequent  have  been  the  Alarms 


VV  that  the  State  was  in  Danger,  nor  would  I  venture  to  affirm 
that  they  have  always  been  without  Foundation.  We  have  had  power¬ 
ful  Enemies  abroad,  diftreffed  Allies  to  fupport.  Rebellion  at  home, 
Fadtion  and  Difcontent  among  the  People,  which  has  rifen  to  an  enor- 
mous  Height,  and  has  even  extended  itfelf  to  our  Colonies  in  North 
America,  where  the  Spirit  of  Riot  has  broke  out  at  Bcfton,  and  with 
the  utmoft  Violence  attacked  feveral  of  the  King’s  Officers,  plundered 
their  Houfes,  and  robbed  them  of  their  Effedts,  and  fet  Government  at 
-Defiance.  Encouraged  by  this  Example,  the  Multitude  at  Rhode- 


B 


JJland 


IJland  were  proceeding  to  the  fame  Violences,  fo  that  fome  of  the  prin¬ 
cipal  Inhabitants,  it  is  faid,  were  obliged  to  betake  themfelves  to  Ships  to 
avoid  their  Raa;e.  How  alarming:  are  fuch  Adis  of  Violence  in  a  civi¬ 
lized  Country,  and  fubverfive  of  all  Order  and  good  Government, 
which  every  good  and  loyal  Subject  ought  to  fupport  to  the  utmoft  of 
his  Power  ?  But  altho’  the  other  Colonies,  much  to  their  Honour, 
have  not  proceeded  to  fuch  Violence,  yet  we  are  well  affured  that  great 
Uneafinefs  and  Difcontent  prevails  in  all  of  them,  on  account  of  an  Adi 
of  Parliament,  impeding  a  Stamp-Duty,  to  which,  they  fay,  if  they  fub- 
mit,  it  will  be  an  Introdudlion  to  all  the  Variety  of  Taxes  which  are 
paid  in  England ,  befides  the  numerous  Taxes  impofed  on  them  by  their 
own  Representatives. 

* 

To  juflify  themfelves  in  this  Difobedience  to  the  Adi,  they  prefume 
to  call  the  Right  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons  over  them  in  queflion. 
This  is  a  Matter  of  fuch  Importance,  that  it  cannot  fail  of  being  one 
of  the  fir  ft  Things  confidered  by  that  auguft  Houfe,  when  their  own 
Dignity,  and  Juflice  to  the  Colonies,  I  hope,  will  both  be  defended  and 
fupported ;  and  in  the  mean  time  I  wifh  to  fee  the  Miniftry  adl 
with  Spirit  on  this  mod  important  Occafion,  but  fhould  be  forry 
to  fee  their  Adlioris  were  mere  Deeds  of  Power  5  for  it  fhould 
always  be  remembered,  that  the  Colonies  are  our  Brethren  and  Fellow- 
Subjects,  free-born  Britons  equally  as  we  are,  and  intitled  equally  with 
us  to  every  Right  and  Privilege  of  Britons.  We  fhould  inquire,  there¬ 
fore,  whether  we  have  behaved  to  them  as  Brethren?  and  whether  we 
have  not  exadled  from  them  what  we  fhould  have  judged  extremely 
hard  to  have  differed  ourfelves  ?  The  firfl  Right  of  a  Briton  is,  that  he 

cannot 


cannot  be  tried  but  by  his  Peers ;  the  next,  that  he  cannot  be  taxed 
but  by  a  Parliament,  in  which  he  is  reprefented,  or  by  Gentlemen 
who  pay  a  Share  of  the  Tax  they  impofe  on  him  ;  for  the  Law,  not 
trailing  too  much  to  Virtue,  wifely  proceeds  on  this  Suppofition,  that 
however  inattentive  a  Man  may  be  to  the  Concerns  of  others,  he  will 
probably  pay  feme  Regard  to  his  own  Intered  ;  and  it  is  in  this  View 
that  the  Law  requires  a  Man  to  be  poffefled  of  a  certain  Eflate,  to  in- 
titie  him  to  reprefent  others.  Are  the  Colonies  then  in  this  Manner 
reprefented  in  the  Parliament  of  Great  Britain  ?  Do  thofe  who  impofe 
Taxes  on  them  pay  alfo  a  Share  of  thofe  Taxes  ?  If  this  is  not  the  Cafe, 
what  have  the  Colonies  done  that  they  mould  be  dripped  of  one  of  the 

mod  valuable  Privileges  of  Britons  ?  Have  the  Parliament  a  Right  to 
take  from  the  lowed  of  the  Subje&s  the  fmalled  Privilege  which  he  in¬ 
herits,  unlefs  forfeited  by  Law  ?  Do  not  mifunderdand  me.  I  do  not 
by  any  Means  call  the  Power  of  Parliament  in  quedion  ;  I  know  they 
are  in  many  Cafes  omnipotent ;  they  may,  of  Power,  pafs  a  Law  by 
which  any  Colony  fliould  be  deprived  the  Privilege  of  being  tried  by 

Jury;  but  I  afk,  could  they  of  Pdght  do  it?  for  between  Power  and 

% 

Right  is  a  very  great  Difference. 

It  is  faid,  and  I  believe  truly,  that,  in  1763,  when  the  Sugar- Ad 
paffed,  chat  the  Stamp  -Duty  was  then  under  Confideration ;  but  the 
evil  Confequence  being  reprefented,  it  was  refolved  by  the  then  Mini¬ 
dry  to  put  it  off,  in  order  to  have  the  Senfe  of  the  Colonies  on  it ; 
they,  therefore,  lad  Seffions  would  have  applied  by  Petition  to  Parlia¬ 
ment  againd  the  Manner  of  impofing  the  Stamp-Ad;  but  I  am  in¬ 
formed  no  Member  would  prefent  their  Petitions,  for  it  feems  it  was 

againd 
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tsgainft  the  Forms  of  the  Houfe.  That  honourable  Houfe  ought  to 
know  bed  whether  Forms  ought  to  ftand  in  the  Way  of  Right,  efpecial- 
ly  when  fo  great  a  Part  of  this  Empire  defired  to  be  heard:  If  a 
Chapter  of  Magna  Charta  had  been  the  Impediment,'  it  fliould  be  re¬ 
moved,  it  ihould  be  annulled. 

This  Rejection  to  be  heard,  has  caufed  all  the  Colonies  to  refolvt 
to  fend  Deputies  from  their  Affemblies  to  meet  at  New  York-,  from 
whence,  it  is  probable,  they  will  again  attempt  to  petition  Parliament, 
If  their  Demands  are  reafonable,  Judice  requires  that  fo  vaft  a  Part  of 
this  Empire  Ihouid  be  heard  j  and  I  cun  well  convinced  that  they  will 
demand  nothing  that  is  unreafonable,  or  inconddent  with  the  Laws. 

The  utmod  Wifdom  of  Parliament  will  be  wanted  on  this  mod 
important  Occadon  j  and  no  Member,  it  is  hoped,  will  advife  an  im¬ 
proper  Exertion  of  Power.  It  is  the  true  Intereft  of  Britain  to  acquire 
and  retain,  not  to  alienate  the  Affections  of  her  Colonies,  which  furpafs 
mod  Kingdoms  of  Europe  in  Power  and  Number  of  People  5  and  this 
can  only  be  done  by  kind  Ufage,  and  always  conddering  them,  as  they 
mod  certainly  are  in  all  refpe&s,  on  the  fame  Footing  with  ourfelves, 
and  of  Right  intitied  to  every  Privilege  that  we  in  England  enjoy: 

The  Colonies  are  fo  many  didant  Provinces  of  the  Britifh  Empire, 
and  which  add  great  Dignity  and  Power  to  it,  and  will  continue  to  do 
fo  infinitely  more*  but  if,  indead  of  improving  this  vaft  Accedion  of 
Dominion  to  our  mutual  Advantage,  we  make  Enemies  of  our  Friends 
md  Fellow  Subjects,  and  thereby  convert  this  Bleffing  of  Heaven  into 

a 
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a  Curfe,  then,  indeed,  we  may  have  Caufe  to  weep,  and  to  mourn  over 

our  late  Conquefls,  whilft  every  Power  in  Europe  would  rejoice  in  our 

Divifions  and  Diffractions,  which  they  already  do,  and  will  not  fail  to 
encourage. 

Never,  therefore,  did  the  Welfare,  and  even  Independence,  of  this 
Kingdom  call  more  for  the  utmoft  Wifdom  and  united  Counfels  of  the 
Government,  than  on  this  moft-  important  Occafiun  'y  for  it  fhould  be 
remembered,  that  the  Britijh  Empire  on  the  Continent  of  North  Ame¬ 
rica  extends  more  than  2000  Miles,  in  which  is  every  Kind  of  Soil 
and  Climate,  and  therefore  yields,  in  greater  Plenty,  near  all  the  Pro¬ 
ductions  of  Europe y  and  is  certainly  capable  of  producing  every  Kind 
of  Fruits  that  any  Part  of  the  World  is  known  to  afford. 

Befides  thefe  BIcffings  of  Life,  they  have  all  the  Sinews  of  Power. 
The  Earth  is  known  to  contain  innumerable  Iron  Mines,  endlefs  Fo- 
refts  of  Oak  and  other  Timber,  Pitch,  Tar,  Hemp,  Flax  ;  vaft  Banks, 
Rivers,  Bays,  Harbours,  abounding  with  the  greateft  Fifheries  on  the 
Globe  ;  fo  that  not  a  Doubt  can  be  entertained  that  this  vaft  Country 
will,  in  Time,  become  the  greateft  Empire  that  the  World  has  ever 
(een  $  and  this  Opinion  is  confirmed  by  the  rapid  Pregrefs  they  have 
made  lince  1621,  when  a  few  perfecuted  People  firft  went  thither,  ar.fl 
who  are  now  become  near  three  IViilIionsj  thefe,  in  a  Country  where 
Land  is  fo  eafily  had,  and  which  occafions  early  Marriages,  cannot  fail,  in 
twenty-five  ^,urs,  of  becoming  fix  Millions,  which  is  about  equal  to 
the  People  of  England  $  and  this  Increafe  will  continue  in  a  Country, 
whofe  Bounds  weftward  are  unknown. 
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This  is  fuch  a  fluking  Profped  of  increafmg  Population  in  thofe  Re¬ 
gions,  as  fhculd  induce  us  to  defert.the  Idea  of  being  long  able  to  fub- 
jedi  them  to  our  Power.  1  hey  have  already  often  aided  us  in  our 
American  Wars,  and  they  will  foon  be  able  to  do  fo  in  Europe;  we 
ought  therefore  to  adopt  true  Policy,  which  is,  to  rule  them  with  Le¬ 
nity,  for  that  only  can  continue  for  i\ges,  what  an  Exertion  of  Power 
might  fail  to  fecure  for  a  few  Years. 


The  great  Uneafmefs  and  Difcontent  of  the  Colonies,  having  taken 
its  Rife  from  the  Stamp  Duty  laid  on  them;  this,  we  fee,  has  fet 
them  upon  cftimating  for  themfelves,  and  of  their  Utility  to  us ;  and  ac¬ 
cordingly  they  fet  a  Value  upon  themfelves,  and  we  ought  to  be  aware 
how  very  ilrongly  the  EiHmation  of  their  own  Utility  will  on  all  Deca¬ 
gons  operate  on  their  Minds.  The  North  Americans  fay  they  have 
been  toiling  for  the  Mother-Country  ;  that  the  Fruits  of  all  their  La¬ 
bour  centers  here ;  that  therefore,  if  they  are  not  confidered  as  Chil¬ 
dren,  their  Treatment  is  that  of  Slaves,  and  therefore,  if  opprehed, 
they  muR  unite.  They  accordingly  cry  out  for  Union,  which  has  pro¬ 
duced  a  Congrefs  of  all  the  Colonies,  whofe  Deputies  are  now  ailem- 
bled  at  New-York ,  which  is  firR  propofed  for  Representation  only  ;  but 
fnould  they  not  fucceed,  we  fhould  be  aware  or  what  they  may  next 
proceed  to  confult  on  ;  as  alfo  what  may  prove  the  Conlequence  of 
rooted  Elatred  and  Defperation. 

I  therefore  cannot  help  cenfuring  thofe  to  be  tyrannic  Principles, 
which  are  for  dragooning,  and  an  Exertion  of  Power  and  Authoiity,  be- 

caufe  I  am  well  convinced  that  true  Policy  often  dictates  to  Authority 

'  ~  ~  to 
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to  yield  upon  critical  Exigencies  j  the  higheft  Authority  has  often  done 
it  with  true  Wifdom  in  this  Kingdom,,  as  in  the  propofed  Excue  on 
Wine  and  Tobacco  in  1733,  and  in  t755  repealing  the  Jew  Bill. 
We  ought  always  to  give  Applaufe  to  thofe  who,  by  reitonng  Harmo- 
ny>  prevent  Defperation. 

True  Principles  of  Policy  and  Commerce  abhor  Reftridions  that  tend 

to  prevent  our  Colonies  of  North  America  from  enriching  tbemfelves 
PT6  States  tor  fuch  arc  .v  to  the  Mother-Country,  -e- 

all  the  Riches  which  they  acquire,  muft,  in  feme  Shape  or  other, 
"  c  .  and  to  prove  this,  you  can  have  no  better  Authority  than 

r  CouX  of  Exchange  ,  and  how  immenfely  that  is  again*  the  C  o- 
.  ft  be  known  to  all  Men.  Whatever  therefore  they  get,  they 

r;;  f^  themfelves,  being  always  kept  in  ,  State  of  deep  Debt  to 
us  7what  Can  we  delire  more  ?  and  whom  can  we  injure  more  by  Re- 

ftriftions  and  fevere  Laws  than  ourfelves  ? 

Reftraints  on  their  Trade  then  certainly  is  very  impolitic  ;  for  whale- 

A  **  -  :ri  ™ 

“d^foppreffing  Trade,  Military  and  Marine  are  the  moft  deteftable  , 
1  rrbkLy  Principles  are  incompatible  with  Commerce,  which .can 
never  flourifh  but  with  Mildnefs  and  Encouragement }  not  ougnt  ice 
Admiralty  Courts  to  be  intruded  with  Power  over  Commerce. 

.  .  th„  Stamp  and  other  Taxes,  if  they  have  not  Money  enough 

jr:;:;f0r  0upc  - be  ^ed  by  attet: 


i»g  to  la  ,  them ;  becmic  if  you  „ke  ,hcir  Money  for  T„cs>  y<)u  ^ 

motet ce,  which  mult  end  in  the  Ruin  of  your  Merchants  ind 
numerous  M.„„faao„t!  fo  whu  „  ^  b;  Tmb  is  fo  ^ 

Money  y  ,  7  f'"'0"  f,0m  ,h'”  F*"hi»S  of  their 
is  nh/l  '  i  a”d  ,h™  dem,ndinS  from  them  more  by  Tattes, 

wi,hou,‘ sL? 18  'h“  “  Eat‘“"  Sk'£ry'  »f  «*”!  *«• 

InJ10ft;  thC  great  °bJea  with  ReSard  to  North  America  is  vending 
our  anu  adtures,  which,  the  more  they  are  enabled  to  bay,  fo  much 

and  th^R11  mUft  ^  ^  US  ^  thC  EmPIoyment  of  °ur  People  at  home, 
and  the  Returns  we  receive ;  and  the  lefs  we  ftudy  to  perplex  our- 

ta2eeS’  ,yratt'm,pting  t0  tax  them,  the  more  it  will  be  to  our  Advan- 
g  ,  and  contribute  to  the  Peace  and  Profperity  of  both  Countries.  ‘ 

-r- P°rCy  0f  ecVery  State  is  unqueft*onably  Self.Intereftj  the 
y  refore  of  every  State  of  Europe,  and  particularly  our  inveterate 

Continent  o/“»,w  'h'm  “  ’fa*  R"oi'  “f  Colonies  on  the 
them  cirL  5  and  they  WOuId  not  fail  of  ^porting 

«’w!lrU°Fhy  °r  feCretIy’  5n  ddng  k’  whereby  that  whole  Conti 

Kingdom  n  be  .thr°Wn  °Pen  t0  thCm  in  P°int  °f  Trade’  which  this 
tnnlf  n  n°7  a,one  enJ°ys-  The  Part  which  both  England  and  France 
when  Holland  revolted  from  Spain,  proves  that  my  Apprehenfions 

ot  i  grounded;  if  therefore  Severity  is  ufed,  to  inforce  an  unpo- 

pu  ar  Ad,  and  that  Defperation  toould  enfue,  it  would  not  only  be 

alter  of  great  Joy  to  our  inveterate  Enemies,  but  they  would  fecond 

uch  Difobedience  with  all  their  Power,  in  order  to  confirm  it,  and 

thereby 
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thereby  hope  to  reduce  the  Dignity  and  Power  of  Great  Britain ;  and 
in  fuch  dreadful  Situation,  which  (God  forbid)  the  Evil  would  not 
flop  in  North  America ,  for  the  JVeft  Indies  would  moft  probably  follow 
the  Fortune  of  the  Continent.  It  (hould  always  be  remembered,  that 
Spain  loft  both  Portugal  and  Holland  by  her  Ads  of  Severity,  and  in 
thofe  famous  Revolutions  every  Power  of  Europe  rejoiced.  We  ought 
therefore  to  be  very  careful  in  our  Condud  towards  the  Americans , 
whom,  in  all  Probability,  every  Power  in  Europe  would  encourage  to 
Rebellion,  whereby  they  would  greatly  weaken  this  Kingdom,  and 
advance  their  own  Interefl.  * 

4 

Such  Confiderations  as  thefe  Ihould  point  out  to  this  Kingdom  the 
right  Rule  of  Policy  to  be  purfued  with  regard  to  our  Colonies,  which 
contain  near  three  Millions  of  People  j  and  this  Rule  is,  to  acquire  and 
retain,  by  Adis  of  Lenity  and  Mildnefs,  the  AfFedlions  of  our  Colonics, 
and  not  to  alienate  them  by  Severity  j  for  the  Time  will  approach,  in 
which  it  will  become  extremely  dangerous  to  attempt  ruling  fo  vaft  a 
Continent,  already^abounding  with  Millions,  by  the  Iron  Rod  of  Power, 
the  Sway  of  which  will  only  make  them  the  fooner  refradlory*  and 
when  the  Fire  of  Refiftance  is  once  kindled,  there  is  no  forefeeing  how 
far  it  may  fpread.  The  Delire  of  Independence  is  inherent  in  all  Men, 
and  few  will  longer  bear  even  imaginary  Grievances,  with  the  Means 
in  their  Hands,  however  defperate,  of  fhaking  them  off.  This  has 
been  feen  in  Rome ,  which  was  once  the  Miflrefs  of  the  World,  the  Seat 
of  Arts,  Empire,  and  Glory  $  but  who,  by  her  Opprefiion  of  a  Part  of 
Afa,  Africa ,  and  the  greatefl  Part  of  Europe ,  which  could  no  longer 
bear  the  Severity  of  her  Government,  forced  them  to  renounce  her  Ju- 
rifdidtion,  and  fet  up  for  themfelves;  in  confequence  of  which  great 

•  D  King- 


Kingdoms  arofe,  and  this  Country,  ( Britain )  antientlv  the  Jeft  of  the 
polite  Romans ,  became  the  happy  Seat  of  Liberty,  Plenty,  and  Power, 
whilft  her  former  Sovereign  (Rome)  lies  funk  into  Slavery,  Ignorance, 
and  Poverty.  Let  this  be  a  Warning  to  us  how  we  conduct  ourfelves 
to  our  Colonies,  who,  for  the  fir  ft  Time,  are  now  united  in  a  Congrefs 
at  New  York',  from  this  Union  of  their  Councils,  we  cannot  tell  what 
they  will  refolve,  but,  from  all  Accounts,  many  of  the  People  feem  ripe 
for  Defperation,  becaufe  they  think  themfclves  opprefted.  We  fhould 
remember  that  they  are  Englijhmen ,  and  many  of  them  inherit  from 
their  Anceftcrs  republican  Principles,  which  they  carried  thither  during 
the  civil  Wars ;  being  perfecuted  here,  they  fled  to  the  Forefts  of  Ame¬ 
rica  for  the  Sake  of  Liberty ;  their  Sons  are  ail  of  them  actuated  by 
the  fame  Principles  of  Liberty,  which  Spirit  perhaps  is  more  prevalent 
there  than  in  this  Kingdom. 

For  thefe  Reafons  great  Care  ought  to  be  taken  in  our  Condud  to¬ 
wards  the  Americans.  To  attrad  willing  Obedience  from  them  mu  ft  al¬ 
ways  be  more  fafe  than  to  exad  it  by  Compulfton;  and  it  can  never 
deferve  Reproach  to  corred  human  Policy  and  Error.  The  Rulers  of 
Kingdoms,  no  more  than  other  Men,  are  always  wife  ;  and  when  they 
are  not  fo,  it  is  happy  if  they  fee  their  Errors  before  it  is  too  late,  and 
not  perfevere  in  them  through  Obftinacy,  rather  than  difeover  to  the 
World  that  they  have  been  wrong,  as  has  frequently  been  the 
Cafe,  even  to  the  producing  the  very  worft  EfFeds ;  but  we  are 
at  prefent  expofed  to  no  fuch  Hazard  from  the  Meafures  that  have  em¬ 
broiled  our  Colonies,  becaufe  our  prefent  Minifters  cannot  be  interefted 
in  the  covering  or  fupporting  the  Errors  of  the  laft.  I  hope  in  thefe 
Thoughts  to  be  rightly  underftood  5  my  Meaning  is,  to  point  out  the 

true 
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true  Policy  that  I  think  this  Kingdom  ought  to  purfue ;  for  the  Angle 
Objed  of  Union  between  us  and  the  Colonies,  is  undoubtedly  Conve¬ 
nience  and  Self-intercft  ,  for  if  we  had  no  Views  of  reaping  Profit,  or 
an  Acceffion  of  Power  from  North  America,  we  fihould  not  concern 
ourfelves  farther  about  them,  than  to  prevent  their  falling  into  other 
Hands,  to  the  endangering  us  :  and  the  Affedion  of  the  North  Ameri¬ 
cans  to  this  Nation,  from  which  they  fprung,  together  with  the  Pro¬ 
tection  which  they  received  in  their  infant  State,  fecures  their  Duty  and 
Loyally, 

But  in  all  Debates  at  this  Time,  too  much  Strefs  is  laid  on  that  Pro¬ 
tection,  lince  whatever  we  did  for  them  was  with  a  View  to  ferve  our¬ 
felves  ;  and,  to  fpeak  the  Truth,  our  perfecting  the  Di Centers  in  the 
Times  of  James  and  Charles  I.  by  High  Commilhon  and  Spiritual 
Courts,  compelled  the  Anceftors  of  the  People  of  New  England  to  fly 
thither  from  Ecclefiaflical  Tyranny* 

The  fame  Spirit  of  Perfeeution  prevailed  againft  the  Quakers  in  the 
latter  End  of  the  Reign  of  Charles  IX.  and,  being  made  very  uneafy 
thro’  Popifh  Bigotry,  Mr.  Penn ,  the  modern  Lycurgus ,  foliated  and 
obtained  a  Grant  of  Penjilvania,  Thither  he  took  great  Numbers  of 
Quakers  at  his  own  Expence,  which  were  followed  by  many  others, 
in  order  there  to  enjoy  their  innocent  and  confcientious  Opinions. 

Thus  it  appears  that  the  four  Colonies  of  New  England  and  Penfil- 
vania  were  peopled  by  our  Perfeeution,  and  without  receiving  any  other 
Aid  than  that  of  Protedion  only,  and  for  which  they  have  not  been  un¬ 
grateful  ;  for  it  fhould  be  remembered,  that,  in  confequence  of  our  Wars 
in  Europe ,  whenever  we  fentan  Expedition  to  America ,  we  have  always 
been  affifted  by  our  Colonies,  to  the  utmofi:  of  their  Power;  for  in 
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1690,  when  Sir  William  Phipps  was  fent  again (l  Canada ,  New  England 
alone  fent  3000  Men  and  forty  Tranfports ;  and  in  the  Expedition  un¬ 
der  General  Hill,  in  the  Reign  of  Queen  Anne,  againft  the  fame  Coun¬ 
try,  the  Colonies  fent  6000  Men.  In  i739>  at  the  Requeft  of  the  Go¬ 
vernment,  4000  men  were  inftantly  raifed  in  the  Colonies,  and  fent,  at 
their  own  Expence,  to  Jamaica ,  the  Place  of  Rendezvous,  from 
whence  they  were  conveyed  to  Carthagena,  and  there  ufed.  In  the 
Courfe  of  that  War,  when  our  Affairs  looked  deplorable  enough  in  Eu¬ 
rope,  New  England ,  even  without  our  Knowledge,  or  a  fingie  Soldier 
from  Britain,  undertook  theConquefl  of  Cape  Breton  they  fucceeded 
in  it,  and  thereby  gave  Peace  to  this  Kingdom.  During  the  late 
War  they  had  20,000  Men  in  Arms  againft  the  Enemy  in  North  Ame¬ 
rica,  and  when  the  French  were  totally  conquered  there,  they  fecond- 
ed  our  Defigns  in  South  America  againft  the  Havannah ,  which  important 
Place,  it  is  faid,  would  not  have  been  taken,  but  by  the  feafonable  Ar¬ 
rival  of  the  Troops  from  New  Tori ,  when  our  own  were  fwept  away 
by  a  raging  Diftemper:  For  thefe,  and  many  more  of  their  Services, 
Duty,  and  Loyalty,  they  claim  the  Liberty  of  Britijh  Subjects,  and  tQ 
which  they  affirm  they  have  an  hereditary  Right. 

They  have  now  no  European  Power  that  they  can  dread  in  their 
Neighbourhood,  and  their  own  internal  Power  is  very  confiderable,  and 
this  will  increafe  very  faft,  which  a  juft  and  gentle  Sway  may  for  Ages 
conned  to  this  Kingdom  ;  they  will  be  held  to  it  by  the  Ties  of  Con- 
fanguinity,  Religion,  Language,  Manners,  Cuftoms,  and  Laws;  thefe, 
with  good  Ufage,  will  long  fecure  them  to  us;  for  they  will  always 
confider  us  as  their  fafeft  and  beft  Friend  in  Europe . 

But 
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But  our  greateft  Security  and  Power  over  them,  muft  cor.fifl  m  their 
Difunion  as  Colonies  ;  but  unhappily  the  Stamp  Aft  has  abfolutely  dri¬ 
ven  them  to  cry  out  for  Union,  and  accordingly  their  Councils  arc  now 
united  in  a  Congrefs  at  New  Tork.  They  will  now  feel  their  Power, 
and  become  fenfible  of  the  Dutch  Motto,  that  Unity  gi^e^  Strength. 

The  Advantages  which  we  feek  from  the  Colonies  are  in  a  commer¬ 
cial  Way,  and  as  they  add  to  our  Power,  we  fhould  therefore,  by  Plans 
of  mild  Government,  attract  them  as  Colonies  refpeCtively,  and  vve 
fhould  rather  make  them  Rivals  for  our  Favour,  than  united  Friends 
in  oppofing  us.  We  mull  not  think  that  the  North  Americans,  who  . 
have  a  watchful  Eye  over  our  Proceedings,  and  are  greatly  jealous  of 
their  Liberty,  will  fuffer  their  Properties  and  Interefts  to  be  mifapphed. 
America  is  every  Year  growing  more  inviting,  and  Great  Britain  per¬ 
haps  more  difgufting  ;  in  which  Cafe  her  Strength  will  increafe,  whilft 
our’s  will  decreafe,  for  we  daily  fee  many  of  our  Manufacturers  and 
ufeful  People  getting  that  Side  of  the  Water.  In  fhort,  the  Means 
moft  apparently  folid  for  fecuring  our  Colonies  to  us,  mu  ft  be,  to  fa¬ 
vour  their  Induftry  in  every  Way  but  manufacturing,  and  fecuring  to 
ourfelves  the  Fruits  thereof,  by  furnifhing  them  with  our  Manufactures 
on  cheaper  Terms  than  they  can  procure  them  elfewhere ;  this  will  tend 
to  promote  mutual  Harmony  and  Profperity,  and  a  lafting  Union  with 
our  Colonies  refpeCtively,  without  weakening  their  natural  R.valnes, 
which,  tho’  we  need  not  foment,  we  fhould  not  with  to  leffen,  nor  by 
any  Means  by  unpopular  Ads  drive  them  to  Union  ;  but  this  unfortu¬ 
nately  has  been  done  by  the  Stamp  ACt,  fince  the  palling  which,  and  the 
Sugar  ACt  of  1763,  great  Numbers  of  our  Manufacturers  have  been  in- 
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vited,  and  are  gone  to  fettle  in  North  America,  the  Effects  of  which 
are  already,  and  will  foon  be  much  more  feverely  felt  in  this  Kingdom. 


It  is  a  miftaken  Policy  to  attempt  making  the  North  Americans 
Slaves  to  our  Intereft  or  Power,  for  they  are  too  knowing  to  be  made 
the  tormer,  and  too  high-fpirited  to  become  the  latter ;  the  only  Way 
to  keep  them  dependant  on  this  Kingdom,  muft  proceed  from  the  Wif- 
dom  and  Reffitude  of  the  Government  ;  no  diftindt  Intereft  muft  be 
purfued,  and,  above  all,  the  landed  Intereft  muft  not  be  favoured  at  the 
Expence  of  the  commercial;  for  in  Fadt,  the  landed  Intereft  can  only 
be  fupported  by  the  Profperity  of  Commerce,  in  which  we  Ihould  in¬ 
dulge  the  Americans  as  much  as  in  our  Power,  and  thereby  take  off 
their  Attention  from  becoming  Manufadlurers.  '  This  only  is  true  Po¬ 
licy,  and  on  fuch  Principles  we  Ihould  begin  with  preventing  them  from 
being  harraffed  by  Vice  Admiralty  Courts,  and  remove  every  exifting 
Caufe  of  juft  Complaint,  and  we  Ihould  confider  their  Profperity  as  the 
Source  of  our  Riches ;  by  this  Condudt  we  Ihould  reftore  Content  and 
Hannony  both  here,  there,  and  between  us.  This  is  the  true  Syf- 
tem  which  I  think  ought  to  be  obferved,  and  thofe  who  fail  in  purfu- 
ing  it,  will  be  the  juft  Abhorrence  both  of  Britons  and  Americans. 


But  to  return  to  the  Stamp  Adi,  in  the  Preamble  of  which  it  is  faid 

o  e  juft  and  neceffary  that  Provifion  be  made  for  raffing  a  further  Re 

venue  toward  defraying  the  Expences  of  defending,  protedling,  and  fe- 
curing  the  Colonies  in  America :  S  • 


It  would  not  only  bo  imptndont,  bu,  ill  become  me  to  attack  the  Wit 

*“  0f,ha‘  ‘  to  think  and  Ipeak^h 

Reipedt } 
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RefpeCt ;  but  I  cannot  help  remarking,  that  for  a  Century  part,  whiift 
Canada  and  Louifiana  were  in  the  Hands  of  France ,  the  Colonies 
wanted  no  fuch  Defence  or  Security  from  England,  for  they  defended 
themfelves  ;  but  now,  when  Louifiana ,  Cafe  Breton ,  and  Canada  are 
all  reduced  to  the  Obedience  of,  and  poffeffed  by  the  Crown  of  England, 
now  that  there  is  not  a  French  Subject  left  on  that  Continent,6  it  is 
thought  neceflary  to  keep  a  confiderable  Army  in  the  Colonies,  for  the 
Support  of  which  this  grievous  and  unpopular  ACt  is  impofed;  but  it  has 
been  faid,  they  are  necetfary  to  reduce  the  Indians ;  this,  tho’  a  very 
idle  one,  I  know  was  the  Pretext.  The  Colonies  have  defended  them- 
felves  a  hundred  Years  fince  again#  the  Indians,  and  are  they  now  all  of 
a  fudden  become  unable,  with  the  Addition  of  feveral  hundred  thoufand 
Men  ?  This  is  extraordinary  indeed  I  But  if  the  Indians  were 
not  inclined  to  live  in  Peace,  it  would  be  very  hard  if  the  Colonies 
could  not  bring  them  to  Subjection  without  the  Crown  keeping  a  nu¬ 
merous  Body  of  Troops  in  a  Country  where  Soldiers  are  fo  very  difa- 
greeable  ;  and  not  only  fo,  but  to  lay  heavy  Duties  on  Merchandize, 
and  even  a  Stamp  Tax,  for  the  Support  of  fuch  Troops,  and  in  a  Coun¬ 
try  where  every  Man  by  Beat  of  Drum  is  obliged  to  appear  under 
Arms ;  for  ali  the  Colonies  are  formed  in  a  regular  and  well-difciplined 
Militia  ;  and  they  are  fo  fenfible  of  their  Numbers,  that  they  would 
be  extremely  glad  to  fee  every  Soldier  embark  for  England ,  fince  they 
are  of  no  Ufe,  but  a  Burthen  to  the  Colonies,  whofe  real  Defence  and 
Prote&ion  is  received  from  the  Valour  of  their  own  native  Militia; 
nor  have  they  an  Enemy  worth  Notice  within  3000  Miles  of  them. 

With  the  recalling  therefore  of  thofe  Troops  from  among  them,  the 
Caufe  of  the  Stamp  Tax  will  be  removed ;  the  Colonies  would  then  re¬ 
fume  j 
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fame  .heir  Trade,  W  I*  —  *  f-  ,h“  ^me.Tf 

at  Drefent  full  of  manufafturing,,  would  be  employed  on  . 
r  P  a,  Navi„ation  the  Fruits  of  all  their  Labour  would  con- 

Commerce  and  Naviga  ^  ^  ^  which  ,hey  now 

™  treated  no. a.  i «  -  Ato.  -  *>»- 

“  id  immediately  fubfide,  their  Affection,  and  Labour.  ».tdd  be 

onited  in  promoting  the  Trade  and  Intereff  of  th,s  King  • 

Things  would  return  to  their  late  happy  and  p.ofperou.  State. 

_  1 

i  t  r  \a  tW  admitting  the  Parliament  were  con- 

•B“o^^:ftc^  paying  the  Stamp  Duty,  and 
vinced  of  >  the  A£t)  but  that  the  Americans,  by 

that  they  were  in'“ln  ft  Houfe  to  impofe  internal -Taxes 

denying:  the  Authority  ot  tnat  auguu  i  ‘  „  . 

on  them,  ha.,  a.  it  were,  pn.  it  out  of  the  Power  of  Pa.hamen.  to  re, 
peal  the  Aft,  becaufe  their  Dignity  is  concerne  . 

To  which  I  anfwer,  that  as  to  the  Authority  of  F^iament,  jhat 
augu(l  Houfe  can  refolve,  that  their  legiflative  Power  is  not  confined  to 

<*-  ***•  -  **  0,"i^t»h!y”wm  dZd  ;»d  fop- 

u. « — 

After  this,  if  they  arc  convinced  of  the  Impropriety  of  ^  ’  Y 
0„  r.  rnb  y  conceive,  confident,,  with  their  Honour,  fnfpend  „ 
Execution  fo,  Live  Month,  o,  any  other  Period  of  Tune  td  a  new 
Parliament,  when  feme  f, nail  commercial  Tax  may  be  lard  on  .hem, 

and  this  abrogated. 

finis. 

r  1^1  *. 


finis. 


vsVOvW 


••>:vN>.*s\av\vv^^  •' ' 


v':-^;> 


.  :::-®WWv' • .; -•>  vV-  "V\wv 

v*v,: ,•■.  ^ 

-  -• 

•as*  pssswsr  aMwiM 

.vv*--  •  .-.Vv--  .  "  o-Wva  '  :  .  >  -  \vvv<\\v\ 

^IWli  Up  5 

:!-™”'r  #♦ ! 


!wrSw »  '’AHVv 

sJa  U\.$»  i:C^a|vv 


SVC.«.A‘. 


'•Wvvv 


